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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN HERALD REVERTS TO HARD LINE ON 
ERITREAN INSURGENTS 

REES: (A) USDAO 0060JAN75; (B) ADDIS A0544 

1 . REF A GIVES DETAILS ON REPORT OF DESTRUCTION OE FUEL TRUCKS 
NEAR ASSAB ON JANUARY 27. ARTICLE IN ETHIOPIAN HERALD, JANUARY 29, 
WHICH REPORTS THIS INCIDENT, TWICE REFERS TO THE PERPETRATORS 

AS "BANDITS." 

2. SECOND EDITORIAL IN ETHIOPIAN HERALD ON JANUARY 30 TITLED 
"LAWLESSNESS" BEGINS "THE MISGUIDED BANDITS HAVE DONE IT AGAIN. 
THE UNREPENTANT GANGS OF TERRORISTS WHO STALK CERTAIN REGIONS IN 
THE NORTHERNMOST PART OF THE COUNTRY..."EDITORIAL FURTHER 
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AND WARNS THAT SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT RESOLVE TO "RUB THEM OUT", 
FEW COULD IN FAIRNESS ACCUSE THE GOVERNMENT OF OVER-REACTION. 

THE PMAC, THE ARTICLE STATES, HAS LEFT NO AVENUE UNEXPLORED 
IN ITS SEARCH FOR A JUST AND HONORABLE SOLUTION TO ERITREANS 
PROBLEMS, BUT ITS PATIENCE IS NOT INEXHAUSTIBLE. 

3. COMMENT: REF B REPORTED THAT JANUARY 1 1 HERALD TERMED 
ELF/PLF AS "INSURGENTS" AND "REGELS" RATHER THAN "BANDITS" AND 
"OUTLAWS" AS FORMERLY. JANUARY 16 HERALD WARNED ERITREANS THAT 
THE PMAC'S PATIENCE IS NOT LIMITLESS AND MUST NOT BE TAKEN AS 
A SIGN OF WEAKNESS. JANUARY 19 HERALD TERMED ELF/PLF "SUBERSIVES" 
AND "AGITATORS." FROM CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S POINT OF VIEW, TREND 
TOWARDS FORMER TERMINOLOGY MAY MAKE SENSE IN LIGHT OF ACTS 
COMMITTED, BUT ELF/PLF MAY CONSIDER IT AS ILLUSTRATIVE OF 
HOLLOWNESS PMAC'S EARLIER POSTURE AND READ IT AS INDICATTIVE 
OF THE RESURGENCE OF HARDLINERS IN ADDIS. 

WYMAN 
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